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NOBEL PRIZE SELECTIONS 
CVOICED PIECE IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
IN SCANDINAVIA, THE END OF THE MONTH OF JANUARY MARKS THE 
DEADLINE FOR NOMINATING CANDIDATES FOR THIS YEAR'S NOBEL 
PRIZES. FROM STOCKHOLM, AL SIMON TELLS US ABOUT THE PRIZES 
AND EXPLAINS THE WORK NOW UNDERWAY TO SELECT THIS YEAR'S 


WINNERS. 


THE NOBEL PRIZES WERE FOUNDED BY SWEDISH SCIENTIST ALFRED 
NOBEL WHO INVENTED DYNAMITE. BEFORE HE DIED IN 1896, HE 
WROTE A WILL DESIGNATING THE INCOME FROM HIS FORTUNE OF 
EIGHTEEN MILLION DOLLARS TO BE DISTRIBUTED ANNUALLY TO 

THOSE PEOPLE WHO CONFER THE GREATEST BENEFIT ON MANKIND IN THE 
FIELDS OF CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS, MEDICINE, LITERATURE, AND THE 
PROMOTION OF PEACE. ALFRED NOBEL HIMSELF PICKED THE ORGANI- 
ZATIONS TO MAKE THE AWARDS -- SWEDEN'S ACADEMY OF LETTERS, THE 
SWEDISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, AND THE CAROLINE INSTITUTE OF 
MEDICINE OUTSIDE STOCKHOLM. THE PEACE AWARD, HE SAID, WOULD 
BE CONFERRED BY THE NORWEGIAN PARLIAMENT. THE SWEDISH 
INVENTOR OFFERED NO REASONS FOR DIVIDING THE PRIZE AWARDING 
FUNCTIONS BETWEEN NORWAY AND SWEDEN, BUT MOST PEOPLE BELIEVE 
THE REASONS WERE SIMPLY THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES AT THE TIME 
WERE STILL UNITED UNDER ONE KING. FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, 
THE NOBEL PRIZES HAVE BEEN CONTROVERSIAL. THE MAN WHO 
CREATED THEM NEVER CONSULTED THE ORGANIZATIONS HE NAMED TO 
SELECT THE WINNERS. SOME OF ALFRED NOBEL'S RELATIVES PLANNED 
TO CHALLENGED THE WILL AND EVEN THE KING OF SWEDEN AT THE 
TIME, OSCAR THE SECOND, WAS CRITICAL. IT TOOK FOUR YEARS TO 


OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM ALL CONCERNED AND SET UP THE MACHINERY 
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FOR INVESTING THE NOBEL FORTUNE AND DISTRIBUTING THE PRIZES. 

A SIXTH PRIZE FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN ECONOMICS WAS STARTED IN 

1969 BY THE CENTRAL BANK OF SWEDEN IN MEMORY OF ALFRED NOBEL. 
EACH AWARDING BODY HAS ESTABLISHED A SPECIAL NOBEL COMMITTEE 
COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF NORWAY AND 

SWEDEN. IN SEPTEMBER OF EACH YEAR, EACH COMMITTEE SENDS OUT 
HUNDREDS OF LETTERS SOLICITING NOMINATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING 
YEARS AWARDS. THEY GO TO PREVIOUS NOBEL LAUREATS AND LEADING 
SPECIALISTS IN EACH FIELD AT UNIVERSITIES, NATIONAL ACADEMIES 
AND PARLIAMENTS. THE NOMINATIONS CLOSE AT THE END OF JANUARY, 
AND THE NOBEL COMMITTEES BEGIN THE PAINSTAKING PROCESS OF 
SELECTING ONE OR MORE WINNERS OF EACH OF THE SIX PRIZES. 

ABOUT 50 CANDIDATES ARE PROPOSED FOR EACH AWARD AND THE FIVE- 
MEMBER COMMITTEE USES OUTSIDE EXPERTS TO PREPARE AN INDIVIDUAL 
REPORT ON EACH NOMINEE. THE FIELD IS NARROWED DOWN A BIT AND 
THEN, COMMITTEE MEMBERS SHARE THE TASK OF CROSS-EXAMINING 
SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE, LITERARY REVIEWS AND THE OPINIONS OF 
EXPERTS AROUND THE GLOBE TO DETERMINE WHO IN EACH FIELD HAS 
MADE A TRUE DISCOVERY OR SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION. THIS NOBEL 
PRIZE WINNER SELECTION PROCESS IS A HEAVY WORKLOAD OF NUMEROUS 
MEETINGS, COUNTLESS INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS AND LETTER WRITING TO 
MANY NATIONS BEFORE THE FULL BODY OF EACH INSTITUTION MEETS IN 
OCTOBER TO VOTE ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIX NOBEL PRIZE 
COMMITTEES, AND THEN ANNOUNCE THE WINNERS. ALL THESE DELIBERA- 
TIONS ARE SECRET TO AVOID ALL OUTSIDE PRESSURE ON THESE JURIES. 
THE NAMES OF PROPOSED CANDIDATES ARE NEVER OFFICIALLY REVEALED. 
THE NAMES PROPOSED FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE, HOWEVER, ARE 
OFTEN RELEASED BY THE NOMINATORS. THIS YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, A 
GROUP OF AMERICAN CONGRESSMEN TOGETHER WITH PARLIAMENTARIANS 
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DISSIDENTS FOR THE 1978 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE. THE FORTY-THREE 
BELONGED TO THE HELSINKI GROUP MONITORING SOVIET COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE AGREEMENT ON EUROPEAN SECURITY AND COOPERATION. 
THE DECISIONS OF THE PRIZE-AWARDING BODIES HAVE BEEN FAIR 
GAME FOR CRITICISM BY EXPERTS AND LAYMEN ALIKE, AND THE 
CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE LIFE OF NOBEL BECAUSE OF THE 
MILITARY APPLICATIONS OF HIS INVENTION HAS CONTINUED AFTER 
HIS DEATH WITH THE NOBEL AWARDS. BUT THE HEATED DEBATES OVER 
THE MERITS OF SOME WINNERS AND THE ABILITIES OF THE SWEDISH 
AND NORWEGIAN COMMITTEES ARE IN THEMSELVES OFTEN SAID TO BE 
A GOOD MEASURE OF THE HIGH STANDING OF A NOBEL PRIZE. 
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